Prevalence of adult attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder among cocaine abusers seeking treatment.
In this study, 281 cocaine abusers seeking treatment were assessed for adult attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD). Structured assessments included the SCID for DSM-IV, a SCID-like module for ADHD, and a pattern of drug use questionnaire. The sample consisted of 82% men, 67% African-Americans, 19% Hispanics, and 14% Caucasians identified at several treatment sites. Average age was 33.7 +/- .4 years. Twelve percent (n = 34) of the sample met DSM-IV criteria for childhood ADHD. Of the entire sample, 10% (n = 27), or 79% of the patients diagnosed with childhood ADHD, had adult ADHD. A history of conduct disorder and antisocial personality disorder were prevalent among those with adult ADHD (63% and 52%, respectively). This subpopulation of cocaine abusers may be one of the most difficult-to-treat cocaine-abusing groups, particularly if the ADHD remains undetected. To provide effective treatment for cocaine abusers, clinicians may need to identify subpopulations of patients, such as those with ADHD, and target both pharmacologic and nonpharmacologic interventions for these groups.